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A CLYDESIDE ANARCHIST collective ? 


Over the past 3 years the group of comrades engaged 
in distributing 'Practical Anarchy' have maintained 
a local impact, which with the addition of street 
meetings/Public meetings has been extended since 
June 1983. , 

Despite this the vast majority of people who have 
come into contact with the group in this period have 
drifted away without having any clear idea of how they 
could get involved, without developing their ideas 
and self-confidence or commitment to the 'cause'. 

With the forced evacuation due to the restructnning 
of the Bookshop collective, we have the opportunity 
to establish an office basein the centre of town. 

While much of the space will be occupied by Autonomy 
Press, we will have to set up a meeting area, library 
and archive section, and space for secretarial/admin 
gtffctKx duties. While it is unlikely to become a ppi?x* 
popular 'drop in' centre, we will have to establish 
at an early stage clear guidelines as to WHAT the 
centre can be used for, WHO we want to attract, and 
HOW to motivate people to get involved. 

While a core and a periphery will virtually always 
exist in a group within a large urban area, we should 
carefully consider the merits of 'tightening up' our 
own responsibility for the use of the centre and in 
sp doing clarify the degree of organisation necessary 
to advance the impact of anarchism in Clydeside. 

In Belfast,for example, a collective was formed of 
anarchists to identify those with specific commitment 
to the shop & paper. Local D.A.M. groups and the 
London Workers Group(with an offshoot of 'Workers 
Playtime' as a paper group) provide other examples 
where people group together but can admit new comrade.? 
prepared to commit themselves to defined projects. 
Clearly, a Collective can be viewed as "exclusive" in 
the sense that equal participation is not guaranteed 
to those who wish to remain on the periphery (or 
set up their own collectives). It would also be an 
effective 'management committee' of the centre and 
may result in some comrade a 'raising' their activity 
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MINERS POINT THE WAY... 



TlsaS. It+o /a. Jl o 

GLASGOW REVOLUTIONARY NEWSSHEET 


HERE WE GO! 


EXCELLENT ! That's our response 
to the imaginative actions taken 
by rank and file miners in the 
past few weeks. 

AT LAST someone ’s prepared to 4 
stand up and be counted. 

AT LAST someone’s ready to fight 
against the State’s plans to trash 
entire communities. 

And with up to 20,0 0 0 redundan¬ 
cies planned — concentrated in 
Scotland and Wales - the miners 
actions are very welcome. 


But they’ve come up against some 
powerful enemies. The police have 
shed their phoney ‘community’ image 
to reveal their true face: the repress¬ 
ive arm of the State. 

Their use of ‘pass laws’ show 
that ALL police are political 
police... whether it’s Soweto or 
Sheffield. 

Are the events of the past few 
weeks really that different from the 
militarised mines of Poland, where 
production is carried out under the 
barrel of a gun? The average British 
Bobby is only too pleased to do as 


he’s told, no questions asked... 
particularly if he’s on special over¬ 
time rate of £ 10 0 a day. 

So who can the miners rely on for 
support against the full force of the 
State ? 

Not the Labour Party — they’ve 
closed even more mines than the 
Tories. 

Not the T.U.C., or their own lead¬ 
ers. At the end of the day Scargill 
will patch up some deal and get 
round the negotiating table... to 
discuss closures. 

All that the miners can rely on 
is for fellow workers to do WHAT 
they can, where they can to 
support their bitterly waged 
struggle. 



NEVERMIND THE BALLOTS... 


HAVE YOU NOTICED that 
the NUM is split into two 
camps: those who want a 
National Ballot and those 
who are opposed? 

This is part of the ‘lead¬ 
ership’ struggle taking place 
between the left and right 
wings of the union’s nation¬ 
al executive. 

If there were a postal ballot 
the full might of the mass 
media would have an influ¬ 
ence on the outcome, but 
not to have a method of 
reaching a decision is un¬ 
democratic. 

The only real way of 
getting the authenic voice 


of the miners is by: 

• Pithead Assemblies, open 
to the entire workforce, 
where decisions are taken 
outwith the control of the 
media,and union bureaucracy. 

• Free Interchange of ideas 
on a rank-and-file basis, 
from region to region... 
without any interference 
from the political police 
and their pass-laws. 

ANYTHING ELSE 
MEANS DECISIONS ARE 
TAKEN AWAY FROM 
THOSE WHO^HAVE TO PAY 
THE PRICE:- THE 
MINERS THEMSELVES. 


...HERE'S THE REAL THING ! 

















FIGHT FARE ! strikes us . 


THE RECENT bus strikes in March 
have demonstrated the unity of the 
workforce in all the garages against 
the threat of further closures and 
cutbacks in services. 

But are they the best means? As 
one of the foot-sloggers on Saturday 
17 th and 26 th, I can’t help feeling 
that the unity of the workers is not 
enough. What about the support of 
the users, the long suffering ‘public’?' 

One way round this situation, 
which anarchists have advocated in 
the past, is for the ‘ Good Work 
Strike ’ to be launched. 

This involves a REFUSAL of 
workers to gather fares, or less 
daring, to charge only a minimum 
fare. OK, lots of people pay out for 
transcards these days. The unem¬ 
ployed don’t, or do others on a low 
income. What’s more, if the situation 


GALL 


(No Apologies) 



"I'm no sure who 
• */re working fur... 
but I sure know 
WE'RE BEING DONE ! 




MAYDAY 

A CELEBRATION 

3F INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY 
organised by the 
Clydeside Anarchists 

International Speaker, Theatre , Slides 
Exhibition and much more... 


WATCH FOR DETAILS 


ST'S OURS! 


went on for a while, people wouldn’t 
bother renewing their cards. 

Glasgow has spent millions on 
motorways at the expense of public 
transport. This might benefit the 
toffs of Bearsden or Newton Mearns, 
or is handy for the military in the 
advent of war or national emergen¬ 
cies in controlling the movement of 
ordinary people, but it’s no use for 
the working class! It’s no co-incid¬ 
ence that Glasgow’s fares are the 
dearest in the country. Only the 
most determined and imaginative 
action of workers and users will 
reverse this, or even better go be¬ 
yond the logic of cuts and making 
the workers pay. 

Everyone in a Service industry 
could do this, from Broo clerks to 
supermarket staff. All it requires is 
the maximum solidarity and total dis¬ 
regard for the bosses and bureaucrats 


ALL SEWN UP 


ALEX FERRY, an ex-Singers con¬ 
venor in Clydebank will probably 
take another step up the bureaucratic 
ladder if he decides to succeed Terry 
Duffy as president of the A.U.E.W. 

There will be a postal ballot of 
course, but with the backing of the 
mass media the outcome is all sewn 
up. 

The election has little to do with 
democracy and more to do with who 
is most capable of controlling the 
union members and the power struggle 
between the left and right wing. 

Gavin Laird, another ex-Singers 
convenor is now top-dog in the same 
union. 

Singers Bureaucrats Go Places... 


WHOOPS! 

SUPER SNOOPERS, up to their 
usual obnoxious trade — this time in 
the Gorbals — have come across 
strong opposition from the local 
unemployed. 

The snoopers have found them¬ 
selves being snooped upon, and 
followed everywhere. 

So when a strange parked car 
was spotted in the area with the 
occupier speaking suspiciously into 
his coat, some locals gathered to 
enact some swift ‘proletarian justice’. 

It was only when the character was 
half-dragged from his motor that it 
was discovered that he wasn’t a 
super-snooper... but a member of the 
Serious Crime Squad. 

t Workers Playtime, Direct Action, 
Freedom , Black Flag, Outta Control 
and many other anarchist papers 
available from the Glasgow Bookshop | 
Collective, 488 Great Western Road 


WATCH IT! 


NEIGHBOURHOOD Watch Schemes are 
being initiated in many areas of Glasgow 
under the guise of Crime Prevention 
Panels. The Fire and Police Committ¬ 
ee of the Regional Council, whose under¬ 
standing and responsibility on policing 
matters rarely extends further than boot 
allowance and subsidised rent is activ¬ 
ely endorsing this latest state intrusion. 
Neighbourhood Watch Schemes stem from 
the philosophy expounded by Commiss¬ 
ioner Newman on the need for a more 
‘corporate’, ‘pro-active’ policing through 
the development of more community con¬ 
tacts, improved intelligence gathering, 
selective targeting, greater utilisation 
of computers, etc. 

This concept is based on the naive 
notion of increasing police accountabil¬ 
ity and general responsibility to local 
‘communities’. 

MORALITY 

The term ‘community’ is used as a 
means at gaining assent, giving insid-.' 
ious policing practice an acceptibility, 
a morality — instantly deodorised. 

The Crime Prevention Panels purport 
to encourage local response to local 
crime through co-opting the ‘community’ 

— the mythical community is handpicked 
by the local police and contains a var¬ 
iety of local stalwarts ( Community 
Councillors,frustrated Do-Gooders, Party 
Hacks and ‘sensible’ youngsters—vpref - 
ects and Girl Guides) . 

Each is given a diary and an odious 
magazine called ‘Crime Prevention 
News’ published by the Home Office. 
Each page sports the cheesy profiles of 
‘concerned’ police officers, ministers , 
etc. 

This comes at a time when antipathy 
towards the police is constantly growing 
and serves a an attempt to reconcile 
the relationship between police and pub¬ 
lic — the notion of‘policing by consent’. 

The Crime Prevention Panels are a 
device for actively incorporating people 
as police informers and controllers. Far 
from fostering a ‘community’ based on 
mutual aid and solidarity they attempt to 
sow the seeds of fear, distrust and pass¬ 
ivity. 



■rljndc Sentinel, Auc 


A nine-month old baby being fingerprinted 
in Florida as part of a programme ‘ de¬ 
signed by the Police to find missing 
children\ 
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Anarchy 



COMMUNIST PARTY 

FALSE FRIEND TO 
THE MINERS 


the miners of Kirkconnel were told to have 
nothing more to do with the Clydeside 
Anarchists and to return the several 
hundreds of pounds they had received. 

We learned of this at a meeting with the 
Kirkconnel / Sanquhar Miners Strike 
Committee on 19th July. We delivered a 
further two hundred pounds and pointed 
out that this was a ploy by stalinists in both 
Glasgow and Ayrshire to insulate the 
miners from the influence of anarchist 
ideas. They were persuaded and 
accepted the money. 

nowever, as more miners came up to 
Glasgow and our worst fears were 
confirmed when a delegation of Clydeside 
Anarchists met the strike committee on 
Friday, 27th July. Not only would they not 
take the £500 we were delivering but they 
returned £500 plus, that has already been 
given! The headquarters at Miller Road 
had told them if they did not break with the 


but were refused permission to address 
the delegates. We talked to an officer for 
half-an-hour confirming the hollow 
charges that we were being devisive in 
favouring Kirkconnel. He seemed to think 
that we were supporting Kirkconnel for 
political reasons whereas, in fact, that 
village had been recommended to us by 
miners because it was getting less help, 
than others. The hostility of local and 
regional authorities (Dumfriesshire) made 
it a special case. 

£1,500 TO AYRSHIRE N.U.M. 

So what to do with the money? At a 
meeting of Clydeside Anarchists on 1st 
August it was unanimously agreed that in 
spite of our criticism of the Ayrshire N.U.M 
the money should go to the headquarters 
at Miller Road. After all the money had 
been collected for Ayrshire miners and 
the need was urgent. So a cheque for 
£1,500 was handed over at Ayr on 6th 
August and a receipt given. 

Why have officials of Glasgow Trades 
Council and Ayrshire N.U.M. behaved in 
this disgraceful fashion? Their are several 
reasons for this: Anarchist solidarity with 


DURING the titanic fight of the 
Miners against all the forces of 
capitalism and its State, when 
every effort should be bent 
towards helping them, the so- 
called ‘Communist’ Party chooses 
to punish its own selfish interests 
at the expense of working-class 
solidarity. 

ine story begins about six weeks ago 
when the Clydeside Anarchists started 
street collections for striking miners of 
Kirkbonnel and Sanquhar. We discussed 
the idea of mutual aid with them and they 
sent up a team, of miners to help with the 
collection. The very next day (18/7/84) a 
posse of people purporting to represent 
Glasgow Trades Council accosted our 
comrades making a collection in Argyle 
Street Precinct. They ordered them to 
stop collecting. As will be readily under¬ 
stood, Anarchists do not take kindly to 
being ordered to do anything, so our milit¬ 
ants told them to get on their bikes. Before 
leaving, these self-appointed vigilantes 
said they would stop us ‘one way or 
another’. 


STOP THE ANARCHISTS 

That very same day they tried ‘one way’. 
A telephone call was made to the head¬ 
quarters of the Ayrshire Miners’ Federa¬ 
tion at Miller Road in Ayr. It was from Mrs. 
Jane McKay, secretary of Glasgow 
Trades Council and prominent member of 
Glasgow Communist Party. As a result, 


Clydeside Anarchists and return the 
money, they would be cut off from all 
benefit and legal guidance. Further, no 
more money would come to the Ayrshire 
Federation of the N.U.M from Glasgow 
Trades Council. 

We felt extremely sorry for the Kirkcon¬ 
nel miners because they clearly needed 
the money but they were really frightened 
by the threats. It was sad to see grown 
men intimidated in this way. 

An anarchist delegation went to the 
Ayrshire N.U.M. conference on 30th July 


ONE WE ONE 

This is not the first time that Clyde¬ 
side Anarchists and stalnaists have 
clashed over striking miners. 
During the last bloodbath in 1943 
the Communist Party tried to stop 
the miners at Cardowan from going 
on strike. The dispute concerned 
the intention of the Government to 
jail 16 miners for non-payment of a 
fine. The Anarchists in Glasgow 
were the only substantial group to 
support the miners and were invited 
to address mass meetings. The 
stalanists call for a return to work 
was defeated by 760 votes to 7 and 
supported given to the anarchist 
demand that nobody goes back to 
work until the fines were withdrawn. 
The miners were victorious. 


the fighting miners by-passed by the 
official collection thus inadvertently 
undermining the centralised authority of 
the Glasgow stalanists as organised in 
the Trades Council. 

Also, apart from the threat of anarchist 
ideas penetrating mining villages the 
provision of local strike funds weakens 
the fight centralised control which the 
area N.U.M’s exercise. 

Incidentally, instead of using their usual 
ham-fisted stalanist tacticts of imperiously 
ordering us to stop collecting they had 
approached us in a comradely and 
constructive manner we could have, 
reconciled the different apparoches. But 
the approaches cannot change. They 
don’t trust the working-class (that is why 
they rig ballots) still less do they relish 
anarchist ideas which celebrate 
autonomy and independence of workers 
from bureaucratic (often self-appointed) 
leaders’. 

The communist party thrives on the 
industrial scene because of apathy and 
the willingness of its members to carry out 
boring and routine tasks. Its success in 
the unions is in inverse proportion to its 
failure and political rejection by the 
working-class. But so tenuous is its influ¬ 
ence that it must fight a constant battle 
against other left groups and independent 
ideas. Thus the virulence of their attacks 
on the anarchists. 

The anarchists have been reluctant to 
criticise the leadership of the N.U.M. 
because of basic proletarian solidarity. 
But we think that our experience with the 
Scottish stalanists compels us highlight 
this phobia for centralised control. It is 
killing rank-and-file initiative. It is only 
when the set-piece battles with the police 
are abandoned and groups of miners use 
their initiative, i.e. occupations and instal¬ 
ling central heating in scabs buses, that 
some progress is registered. We 
welcome- the growing independent 
miners’ actions in Yorkshire and Stafford¬ 
shire. 

The anarchist idea of mutual aid and 
the creation of self-help groups is essen¬ 
tial to the success of the strike, an aggres¬ 
sive strategy by raiding money in which 
hundreds of miners flood-in to the cities 
every day of the week joining with 
sympathisers to both raise money in 
street collections and keep the miners 
arguments firmly in the forefront of public 
discussion. Above all, we believe that the 
strike must spread to wider sections of the 
working class or it will fail. 

We intend to continue with what we see 
as our elementary class duty. We are 
maintaining our street collections and will 
be spreading the collection among a 
wider range of pit villages. We also hope 
to help miners communities set up ‘Self 
Help Group’ in the immediate future. 




























/ 

SMASHING THE SYSTEM 



ANARCHISTS, AND OTHER LEFT 
WING GROUPS OFTEN TALK 
ABOUT ‘SMASHING THE SYSTEM’. 
But what does this really mean? 
What ‘system’ do we actually want 
to smash, and what’s different 
about the Anarchist approach? 

THE MINERS STRUGGLE 

At the moment it is the Miners who 
are in the frontline of the fight 
against the system. In the coalfield 
communities a whole apparatus of 
self-help groups and local organis¬ 
ing committees have sprung up. 

The practical task of these 
groups is finding food, making 
meals and collecting cash. But in 
undertaking these tasks, hundreds 
of local activists have appeared 
and an extraordinary spirit of solid¬ 
arity and friendship has been gen¬ 
erated. 

Hundreds of women, men and 
children have gathered together to 
eat, play and share hardships. The 
important point is that through this 
contact people who thought they 
knew each other well are now dis¬ 
covering just how shallow that 
acquaintanceship was, until now. 

They’ve discovered that they’d 
been compartmentalised, separated 
from each othtfi and from real human 
relationships, by the ir former.syst¬ 
em of existence. They’ve now ex¬ 
perienced that greatly enjoyable 
feeling of solidarity as they do 
battle with capitalism. 


But what is the Capitalist system 
exactly? It is necessary to have a 
clear definition, as it is vitally 
important to know exactly what 
we’re fighting against. 

The economic side of capitalism 
is well documented. It is the syst¬ 
em that produces an excess of food 
and then lets it rot away to keep 
prices up. All this while across the 
world millions of people are starv¬ 
ing. In all aspects of life we face 
artificial scarcity in a world of 
abundance. Its many other economic 
horrors are well known. 

But capitalism is much more than 
just an economic system. It is a 
system of power relationships 
which affect our everyday lives, 
whether we are in work or out of it. 
Capitalism has turned all social 
relationships into commodity relat¬ 
ionships. People become dehuman¬ 
ised objects to be bought and sold 
on the labour market. People become 
in effect commodities; alienated, 
isolated, involuntarily competitive 
and unfree. 


People are reduced to advertising 
themselves in the EMPLOYMENT 
WANTED columns of the daily news¬ 
papers. Please, Mr. Boss, make me 
your wage slave, IH1 be ever so 
good, I promise. HUMANS FOR 
SALE would be a better heading for 
these columns. The Modern Slave 
Market. 



As a direct result of this commod¬ 
ity system we face the boredom of v 
everyday existence - we become the 

living dead of modern capitalism — 
and it’s far worse than any video 
nasty, ’cause it’s for real. Even our 
‘free time’ leisure is controlled so 
that it too becomes dull and empty, 
almost as much as a grind as work. 

But the banality and boredom is 
not incidental — not an accident. It 
is a central mechanism and a cent¬ 
ral product of capitalism. The State, 
capitalism’s front organisation, must 
control its workers, so everything 
is designed for our suppression, 
designed to make us numb and pass¬ 
ive. 

TOOLS OF THE STATE 

Most of us realise that political 
parties, the bureaucracies,and the 
polis are there to control us. But 
not everyone recognises the role of 
the unions. They were originally 
created by our class to fighf Tor us. 
But now they have become no more 
than checks and balances of the 
system, primarily designed to keep 
the workers in line. 


They act as capitalism’s safety 
valves, making sure that disputes 
in different industries occur in iso 
lation. One wee bang here, one we 
bang there, nothing to really fright¬ 
en the bosses. What is needed isj 
one big bang that will blow them 
well away — but that needs unity 
outside of union divisions. 

In fact, the illusory resistance of 
the unions only helps to reinforce 
what it pretends to attack. 

THE CAPITALIST CON 

But the so-called strength of 
capitalist economic laws, the fact 
that they are designed to appear 
natural, is also their greatest weak¬ 
ness. Because once enough people' 
recognise their total artificiality, the 
system is well on the way to being 
smashed. The revolution starts 
inside our heads. 

It is this dictatorship of commod¬ 
ity relations; the dictatorship of 
capitalism embodied in the State; 
this is what we are really fighting 
against. The miners are beginning 
to realise this. It is becoming 
clear to them that it is not just the 
NCB they’re facing, but a concerted 
effort by the State to crush them, 
not just economically but mentally. 
The solidarity they’ve found is ; 
very dangerous to the State. 

CAPITALISM 

This is what makes Anarchists ■ 
different. We see that it is no use 
swopping one set of ‘capitalist’ 
bosses for a ‘socialist’ set, be¬ 
cause this does not destroy the 
underlying and corrupting power 
structures. 

The revolution must destroy 
capitalist economics AND the 
whole set-up of authoritarian and 
dehumanising power relationships. 

We shall replace capitalism with 
true revolutionary freedom, and 
with a higher form of organisation — 
ANARCHISM John Alexander 



... BEFORE THE SYSTEM SMASHES YOU 


JUST SOUTH OF HANOVER, close 
to the East German border, high- 
tech war games were held to deter¬ 
mine the capabilities of the British 
Armed Forces. 


The new technology which will be 
tested will be worth $ 7 billion to the 
Arms industry in new contracts. The 
bulk of the orders will go to the U.S. 
with the French and British industrial¬ 
ists scrambling to pick up the leftovers. 


Beyond the blatant convenional Arms 
build-up, increasing chemical and nuc¬ 
lear capabilities, lies the question of 
the government’s tactics which are 
psychologically preparing us for the 
ultimate confrontation between East 
and West as we are continually warned 
of the Soviets political and military 
prowess. ( The capitalist governments 
divert attention from their deteriorating 
social and economic structures by 
stressing the political aspects of the 
East/West conflict) . 


This is a foul attempt to send us 
quivering with fear into the arms of the 
State for protection. Only the gullible 
will be seduced by such tactics; that 
is only those who believe in the farce 
of an all out war in Europe. 

The State will fight its wars where 
there is no threat to its existance, i.e. 
the Third World. 


It is our duty to recognise the 
State’s lies, and resit the war scare 
tactics and the Hate the East campaign. 
This is done through the realisation 
that the workers and ‘subjects’ of the 
country have nothing in common with its 
rulers. 


Any war is the battle between com¬ 
peting oligarchies and their industrial 
patners in crime: It is not our war. 

But because it serves the State’s pur¬ 
pose to propagate the threat of war 
rather than carry out the catastrophic 
deed, only those of us who reject the 
State can benefit from this governmental 
farce. 


Military reports issued at the termin¬ 
ation of the manoevres declared that 
the ‘friendly* Blue Army were well on 
the way towards achieving a strategic 
victory. 


The British exercise was a dress 
rehearsal for the greater NATO War- 
Games, code-named ‘Exercise Lion- 
heart’ which is due to commence in 
early September of this year. 


We are also told that NATO’s defence 
mechanisms can only secure the West 
if high technology is continually re-ev¬ 
aluated and overhauled. 


The Nato games will employ 130,000 
personnel and the scenario will prepare 
for the advent of chemical warfare. Of 
course the military and political estab¬ 
lishments emphasise that this is a de¬ 
fensive operation and that the ‘friendly’ 
Blue Army will not train for the offens¬ 
ive use of ‘inhumane* weapons. 

















IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO 
THINK OF ANYTHING WORSE 
THAN LIVING IN SOUTH AFRICA, 
BEING A WORKER, AND BEING 
BLACK. 

You would be forced to work for a 
racialist boss at slave wage rates and 
be subjected to the contrived injust* 
ices of apartheid. 

There are no effective trade union 
organisations which can protect even 
your most essential rights, for the 
union leaders and activists are impris¬ 
oned or suppressed. 

Think about this as you suck on a 
Polo mint or stuff another After Eight 
confection into your mouth, because 
you are actively supporting the white 
racialist capitalist ruling elite of South 
Africa. ROWNTREE Corporation and 
producers of CAPE and OUTSPAN 
brand fruits are guilty of perpetuating 
Apartheid crimes. 

BOYCOTT THEM AND ANY OTHER 
SOUTH AFRICAN PRODUCTS. 

Rowntree, for example, recently 
sacked 5 00 workers who went on strike 
for supporting 3 comrades who were 
‘unjustly dismissed*. There is no 
labour shortage in South Africa thus 
finding ‘willing* replacements to live 
in ‘white’ designated areas is easy, 
for the blacks have few alternatives 
if they want to eat. 

Redundant workers are sent hack 
to their poor arid ‘home lands’, desig¬ 
nated for the black population by their 
white masters through population and 
mobility control policies. 

NOW, HOW ABOUT A SMARTIE? 

NO ? - GOOD! 


SOWETO 19 7 6 : Action against the exploiters of the Third World is one of the 
possible events for a’STOP THE CITY’ demonstration, planned for Glasgow soon. 


SOLIDARITY WITH THE 
MINERS STRIKE! 


THE NASTY TREATMENT dished 
out by the DHSS to the wife of a 
striking Ayrshire miner — refusing 
her claim for maternity clothes — 
is typical of the way miners and 
their families are being treated 
nationwide. 

In Burnley, Julie Finder, the 
wife of a miner, was told by a 
social worker to forget her claim 
for extra protein and vitamins — 
needed because of the advanced 
stage of her pregnancy — and to 
‘eat potato peelings’ instead. 

They’re literally trying to starve 
the miners back to work. Everyone 
should be taking solidarity action 
to stop this vicious parading of 
Victorian values. 


GARDENERS IN GREENOCK 
thought they’d landed in L.A. Their 
backcourts and allotments were 
heavily polluted with a layer of 
slack dust recently. 

The answer lay in the Inverkip 
3 ower Station, down the coast. 

The Electricity Boards have been 
>uying up huge stocks of oil in an 
ittempt to defeat the miners block- 
ide... and the Oil Companies are 
naking a fast buck selling them 
tny old rubbish. They’re even 
oading ships that normally carry 


coal with oil, without even clean¬ 
ing the containers. Result: Instant 
Pollution.. 

But even this plan seems to have 
flopped. Workers in power stations 
are being told to expect cuts this 
autumn - even if the strike ends 
tomorrow. 


Short Shorts 


A MINER told us how to spot the 
Army personnel in Police uniforms 
at picket lines: — They’re the ones 
that look as if their budgie’s just 
died. Their trousers are all at 
‘half-mast’. 

For some reason all the polis 
breeks dished out to the soldiers 
are all on the short side... 

Gravediggers of 
Capitalism ... 

Six Liverpool gravediggers — 
members of NUPE — are organising 
a collection for the Miners Solidar¬ 
ity Fund. They have also offered 
their services to Ian McGregor - 
free of charge.’ from c The Miner ’ 


Hand in glove 
with the Bosses 



THE 


IMPOSSIBLE 

DREAM 


POOR JIMMY REID...must he be 
condemned to a life as somebody 
else’s puppet? 

In the UCS ‘Sit-In’ he played the 
frontman for the media, while the 
shrewder Union bureaucrat, Jimmy 
Airlie, pulled the strings behind 
the scenes. 

Now that it’s Robert Maxwell 
I whose tunning the show at the 
Daily Record, Reid is anxious to 
gain favour. ‘Bob’ is due to visit 
| Glasgow soon, and Jimmy is hoping] 
to make a good impression — by 
I rubbishing the miners at every 
I available opportunity. 

Is there nobody who will make 
Pinnochio’s dream come true?... 

Is a job as a Labour MP TOO much] 
to ask? ? 
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AROUND 

GLASGOW 


JUST ANOTHER DAY... 

In the Schemes. In Pollok, local youths 
launched a concerted attack on a pol¬ 
ice car, at the Fiar week-end. 

Police were trapped in their cars as 
a long pole smashed the windows and 
made contact with their heads. 

Within minutes police cars from all 
over the south-west descended on the 
area, but the youths regrouped on the 
top of the local community centre roof 
and hurled a barrage of missiles on to 
the cars below. 

No doubt, many of these incidents 
are commonplace. The real question is: 
When will they link up together on a 
Class basis and take Clydeside beyond 
the English revolts of 19 81 to pose a 
major challenge to the defenders of the 
State ? 


****** 

At a meeting of the top dogs in Strath¬ 
clyde Labour Party recently, critics 
drew attention to the widely acclaimed 
‘expertise’ in Riot Control methods of 
Police Chief Patrick Hammill. 

On hearing their Military Governor 
criticised some of his friends among 
the bureaucracy immediately phoned 
up the REAL Boss as good lapdogs 
do, reported all that was said and its 
implications. 

****** 

The crucial question being asked by 
workers at the City Chambers is: 
will the new Lord Provost follow the 
same gilded path set by his two 
predecessors ? 

Both David Hodge and Michael 
Kelly went on from the George Square 
Council HQ — known to its staff as 
‘Lafferty Towers’ - to work for the 
Frank Lafferty Organisation. 

Will Robert Gray — Gray by name 
and Grey by nature - go the same 
way? 

Time alone will tell. 
























DRUGS : THERE IS NO ESCAPE ! 


THE DRUG PROBLEM IS PRESENTLY 
ATTRACTING THE CONCERN OF 

The authorities, of do-good- 

ERS, MORALISTS AND OTHER 
APOLOGISTS FOR THIS SYSTEM. 

Following on from the outcry 
over glue sniffin’, the problem has 
moved on to heroin and the rates 
for addiction in Possilpark, Gorbals 
and parts of the East End are the 
cause of much agonising and croc¬ 
odile tears on the part of the media. 

They are ‘worried’ at the masses 
of unemployed youth — largely male 
— driven to such depths of despair 
that escape has become a necess¬ 
ity. 

Why has this happened? What 
does it indicate about the ‘health’ 
of present-day society? What is 
the cure? and are parts of Clyde¬ 
side destined to become like parts 
of New York or Los Angeles ? 

THE EXPORT MARKET 

One major reason for the influx 
of heroin is the increase in its 
worldwide supply. With muslim 
fundamentalism closing off domest¬ 
ic markets in the middle east, the 
drug has been made available to 
the Western European markets. 

With supply exceeding demand, the 
prices have been lower and this is 
passed on to the consumer in the 
expectation that demand will later 
increase as users become addicts. 

To the greatest extent, among 
commodities, the users become 
compulsive consumers, for whom 
the body cannot function without. 
Dealers are therefore selling the 
consumer to the product rather than 
the normal market relationship. The 
user enters a life of illegality where 
crime and mugging are a means of 
existence. 

Enter the national and local 
State which gives the appearance 
of trying to stamp out the dealing, 
often with the effect that it gives 
the Police a chance to get in on 


the act, as confiscated drugs are 
resold by the drug squad via their 
own supply networks. Meanwhile, 
with the cutbacks in custom control, 
the supply goes largely unchecked. 

THE PLEASURE PRINCIPLE 

Taking drugs, like opium or LSD 
have in the past been associated 
with middle-class escapism. The 
‘hippy’ culture of the 60s saw 
drugs as part of the need to ‘expl¬ 
ore’ the mind or sense of reality. 
Today, there is less of a spirit of 
adventure, of hedonistic pleasure 
but more an urge to self-destruct. 

The working class user is trapped 
by the misery of life in the schemes, 
of a dehumanised environment, in a 
situation where the option of reject¬ 
ing work is not voluntary but a fact 
of existence. 

This is capitalism today. A soc¬ 
iety where millions of young people 
are left without a sense of hope and 
it is no small wonder that thousands 
feel the need to ‘escape’. 

Young people come very soon to 
realise that pleasure is to be con¬ 
sumed, that adventure, creativity 
comes ready packaged designed to 
profit Business . There is a real 
desire to experience the joy felt in 
being free and uncontrolled. Without 
the consciousness of how this can 
be collectively attained, isolated 
from each other, they become pawns 
in a seedy network of supply which 
travels from the local dealers 
through the State’s agents into the 
cess-pit of the Mafia and similar 
promoters of this ‘junk’ society. 

Even the ‘socialist’ bloc has a 
part to play. The traffic of drugs 
into West Berlin comes through the 
East Berlin airport and is unchecked 
by the border guards concerned to 
‘keep people in’. 

ACCEPTABLE DRUGS 

While Heroin was first marketed 
legally by the multinational com¬ 
pany BAYER, it became big business 


for the Mafia in the 19 20 s. This 
was the era of ‘puritanism’ when 
alcohol was also proscribed, but 
the alcohol business together with 
the multi-national amphetamine ^ 
market has stayed legal. Problems 
connected with these drugs are 
seen in terms of their over-use, 
while for illegal drugs it is their a 
use in themselves. 

Users of cannabis are ignored, 
tolerated or criminalised depending 
on what country you are in. ‘Legal¬ 
ise Cannabis’ is a cause like ‘Ban 
the Bomb’ that refuses to go away. 
While some people niavely expect 
the moralist British State to accede 
to their demands, those that wear 
T Shirts or badges do so in defiance. 
of the ‘normal’ way of life, advoc¬ 
ating anti-commodities: ‘Things go 
better with Cocaine’... 

Unlike heroin users or alcoholics 
or pill poppers, the average canna¬ 
bis user has the capacity to revolt. 

The riots of ’81 witnessed the 
smell of tear-gas replacing mariju¬ 
ana in Brixton and other centres of 
West Indian communities. At the 
other end of the scale, the trendy 
left teacher, social worker or prob¬ 
ation worker smokes dope as recr¬ 
eation to compensate for their roles 
as agents of the State in keeping 
the working class ‘in their place’! 

FREEING THE SPIRIT 

‘The urge to destroy’ is only 
creative if it is applied to the 
global system of capitalism. There 
isjno ‘escape’ into any alternative 
existence that can contradict this. 
Community demands for more polic¬ 
ing or rehabilitation for the ‘unfort¬ 
unates’ miss the point if they have 
a limited vision of what drugs are 
and their profitability for the system 

In Dublin, where heroin addiction 
has reached alarming levels, direct 
action was used by the community 
against the criminal pushers who 


heroin is a oig, auriy ou sin ess; me junKie ) 
the wasted by-product. 



appealed to the police to step in 
( as Concerned Criminals against 
Concerned Parents) for protection 
and to re-establish the ‘Law and 
Order’. 

As anarchists we cannot become 
‘ambulancemen’ for capitalism. Our 
humanity is not of the do-gooder 
thriving on other people’s misery, 
but as exposers of ALL the false 
consciousness that people inject 
themselves with. The pleasure and 
real communication of revolt, and 
oppositional COMMUNITY is posit¬ 
ively addictive! 



ANARCHIST NEWS 
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PRACTICAL ANARCHY has been 
going in one form or another in Glasgow 
for four years — although anarchists 
have been around a lot longer. 

It is written and produced in Glasgow 
by the Clydeside Anarchists. 

Basically the Clydeside Anarchists 
are a revolutionary group who see them¬ 
selves as part of the class struggle. 

Our aim is not to organise people in 
the form of a vanguard or party, but 
instead to spread and discuss ideas 
of Anarchism, social revolution and 
class struggle. We do this with PRACT¬ 
ICAL ANARCHY, regular public meet¬ 
ings and weekly street meetings in 
Argyle Street. 

We have also encouraged and helped 
print news sheets and leaflets for local 
areas/workplaces. Two of these which 
are being distributed at the moment are 
SPRINGBURN FOLLIES and ‘TOEJAM’ 
— a Kilmarnock anarchist news sheet. 
Soon to be printed are the news sheets 
REFUSE ( East Kilbride) and WEST 
END CRIMES ( Maryhill) , both of 
which will be the second issue. 


On the East coast, the Edinburgh 
anarchists produce a broad sheet 
UTTI F BY LITTLE and in Falkirk 
ther ^ a news sheet called BLACK 
BAIRN. 


We- would also be willing to print 
any anti-authoritarian literature — it 
doesn’t necessarily need to be anar¬ 
chist — for workplaces, communities, 
etc. 

Some of the other activities that 
the Clydeside anarchists are involved 
in are the production of a quarterly 
‘discussion’ journal, weekly street 
meetings as mentioned every Saturday 
at 2pm in Argyle St. ( near Argyle St. 
station) . We don’t just concentrate on 
the Glasgow area, we have recently 
become involved in a project known as 
INTERCOM, which is a network both 
national and International of Anarchist 
and libertarian groups. 

If you would like any of the above 
publications, or would like to know 
more about us^and our ideas please 
write to us, including an S.A.E. Also 
keep an eye out for oar posters advert¬ 
ing public meetings. 

If you have any news stories or crit¬ 
icism of this paper, please write and 
let us know. 
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G LASGOWS REVOLUTIO NARY NEWSPAPER 

I Practical 

Anarchy 


ORGANISE NOW TO WIN 




I T HAS FINALLY BEEN CONFIRMED BY THE MASS MEDIA. 

The Tor ies want to crush any means that the miners 
have of opposing pit closures, and in the future, wage 
cuts. 


But ordinary union members and the working class in the 
mining areas have rediscovered something which the Union 
bureaucrats and Thatcher’s puppets thought had died. 


Ian McGregor, Thatcher’s puppet has confirmed this in a 
statement he made of ‘returning to meaningful management 
without hindrance from anyone’. 

They don’t even hide what they are after. With the weak- 
kneed, arse-licking union leaders they don’t have to. 


CLASS SOLIDARITY AND MUTUAL AID. 

This is what governments and union 
careerists are really afraid of and have 
always been, because they see people 
organising without leaders — organising 
food and money collections, soup kitchens 
and in some areas, picketing and sabotage. 

Of course there are divisions, the 
groundwork for which was prepared in 
19 7 4 by the Labour government with a 
Working Group along with the NCB and 
NUM which looked at ‘the factors which 
limited output and productivity’. 


Longlife 


This became the basis of the incentive 
schemes which divided pits into financial 
and geographical, long life and short life, 
productive and unproductive. 

The railway workers have their wage 
claim given to them in an attempt to buy 
them off from giving support to the miners, 
an attempt which looks like failing with 
the Notts, railway workers refusing to 
move coal. 

If I was a railway worker I would be 
looking to next year and the year after: 
remember the rationalisation plans prod¬ 
uced for the railways last year can al¬ 
ways be brought out of the files 

Then we have Ravenscraig, accepting 
deliveries of coal from scab drivers and 


Thatcher saymg that the picketing could 
close down the plant, and that she supp¬ 
orts the steelworkers’ ‘right to work’. 

The latest news for Ravenscraig is they 
have two years before the drop, and it 
won’t be the Tories support that will be 
needed but that of the rest of the working 
class — THEIR class — when the time 
comes. 

Recently teachers, journalists, and 
workers in the Post Office, British Ley- 
land, Yarrows, the DHSS and Sealink, 
and several others have been involved in 
strike action. 

The crucial question is who will help 
YOU when your workplace is closed or 
when your dole money is cut and rent 
increased and bus service depleted. The 
list goes on and includes everything that 
is controlled by the state, local and nat¬ 
ional. 

7 0,0 00 redundancies with fewer pits 
and higher pay ( for those still in work) 
is what this dispute is all about.The 
government has shown its hand. 7 0,0 00 
families living on DHSS, whole areas 
desolated, providing a pool of cheap 
labour demoralised and willing to work 
under any conditions. 

It is kids in working class areas who 
are on the frontline, whether they have 
any kind of decent life in the future may 
depend on the opposition that is mounted 
now. 

All over the country food collections 
are being gathered and distributed to 
mining areas, collections are being taken 


at most workplaces. Don't let it be said 
in the future that the miners were starved 
into submission, don’t give 5 Op give a 
pound, and not just when there is a coll¬ 
ection; organise one yourself and give it 
to the mining community nearest to you, 
not to the NUM where it can be lost in the 
bureaucratic web. 


Organise 


Support the pickets by being there your¬ 
self, not just a resolution at your TU 
branch. Of course the unemployed cannot 
give as much financially but it involves 
them as much — the longer the labour 
pool the less chance of them getting a 
job, the more likelihood of employers 
cutting wages; you know the thing “If 
you don’t like it I can always get some¬ 
one else.” 

This is what is happening now. It is 
exactly what happened at the Carousel 
Wafer dispute in Glasgow, when some of 
the workforce tried to join the TGWU. 

In that dispute the strikers relied on 
union officials and, not surprisingly, lost. 
We have to start looking at ways of creat¬ 
ing the community spirit that the mining 
areas have rediscovered. Individuals can 
have an effect by running free news sheets 
in their workplace and community and 
joining with others in creating support 
groups for the mining communities and 
others involved in the class struggle. 


Price in Shops: lOp. On the streets: Donation. 












HOLD YOUR HORSES! 

WOAH BOY I BACK TO THE STABLES! Haven't you heard the latest Labour Party 
Resolution? 


Strathclyde Regional Labour Party 
passed a motion recently calling for 
Patrick Hammill, Glasgow’s Chief Con¬ 
stable ‘to control his Force*. 

It reminds me of that rotten joke 
about the cross-eyed teacher who 
couldn’t control his pupils... 

The problem, of course, is that 
Hammill and his cronies are controll¬ 
ing their forces ALL TOO WELL. 







LEN MURRAY 1 


WOT! NO KNIGHTHOOD? 

THERE AIN’T NO JUSTICE! 

The Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
has been published and Len Murray 
isn’t on it! 

If ever anybody deserved a Knight¬ 
hood it’s Len. He’s slaved for the 
past ten years, keeping the workers 
under control, while unemployment rose 
to 4 Y 2 million. 

And he’s done his best to block any 
support for the miners. 

In fact, when Malcolm Pitt, of the 
Kent NUM was jailed, Murray was 
wining and dining as a guest of the 
Police Federation’s Annual Conference. 

Yes, the time’s well overdue to 
declare: ARISE, SIR MURRAY OF 
SELLOUT! 


They get their orders from Britain’s 
national political police HQ, on the 
13 th floor of Scotland Yard ( like all 
good things this command post —the 
National Reporting Centre — was est¬ 
ablished by a LABOUR government, 
during *7 9 s ‘winter of discontent) . 

This centre is a vital part of That¬ 
cher’s plan to smash the miners:- 
This Year’s Argies - and she’s hoping 
this will be her Industrial Falklands. 

It will take more than a show of 
hands to twart her designs. It will 
take determined solidarity from the 
entire working class. 


Neigh Mare ! 


But in the meantime here’s a couple 
of words to the miners that are worth 
a thousand resolutions. 

LION MANURE. 

Horses have an instinctive fear of 
lions and bolt in the opposite direct¬ 
ion when they as much as smell their 
prescence. 

A liberal spreading of this stuff on 
a picket line would prevent the brutal 
‘cossack charges’ that we’ve seen at 
Hunterston and Orgeave. 

A visit to Calderpark Zoo could well 
result in a modest victory over the 
police Goon Squads ! 


PWRITE IQ 

LETTERS AND STORIES WELCOME 
Box 3, 488 Great Western Road. G12 


• ' COSSACK’ CHARGE AT THE 
BATTLE OF ORGREAVE 


The 

Foulest 

Breed 


WE’VE HEARD A LOT in the media and 
from other biased, backward or hostile 
groups that the Police are ‘only doing their 
job’ and upholding law and order.. 

The point is that the police ARE only 
doing their job: their REAL job — the very 
reason for their creation - the protection 
of private property. 

Not your little houses or possessions 
( see below) but the protecting the interests 
of the upper class and boss class, their 
property, position, power and privelige, 
against the working classes. 

Masters 

In short the police ( or strike breaking 
soldiers and their conned or ratbag ilk) are 
carrying out the same role as the lowest 
elements from time immemorial have done: 
that of defending their masters or ‘betters’ 
for money, or whatever, against the struggles j 
and desires of their own class or people. 

As foul a breed today as they have always 
been, and the ultimate traitors in the class 
war. 

• A recent investigation showed that while 
police pay had DOUBLED in real terms 
over the past 30 years, and the number of 
police doubled over the same period, the 
number of ‘crimes’ solved had HALVED. 

Some productivity deal! 
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UUE SUPPORT the miners in their fight 
V against redundancies. We support the 
British Rail workers at Cowlairs in 
THEIR fight against redundancies. But 
those bastard purveyors of ruling class 
ideology and Home Counties complac¬ 
ency - the staff of BBC'S 'Sixty Minutes'- 
can take a running jump... 


I SEE THEY’VE BANNED THE 
PROSTITUTES FROM BETTY’S BAR... 


SO WHERE CAN A 
JOURNALIST 
GET A DRINK NOW 5 ? 


HERE IS 
THE NEWS... 


They’re just part of the motley crew of 
journalists, TV reporters and commentators 
who have put the boot into the miners over 
the past 15 weeks. If this is their idea of 
‘balance’, I wouldn't like to see them on a 
bicycle. 

One tactic is to distort or play down stor¬ 
ies. For instance at the Orgreave picket on 
Monday 10th June the number of pickets was 
nearer 10,000 than the media reported 
4 - 6 , 000 . 

And the attack by 20 0 people on the 
police station in the village of Maltby, near 
Doncaster, was hushed up. 

Another tactic is not to report the stories 
at all. Peter Walker, Minister for Energy, has 
personally phoned Fleet Street editors to 
'splke^s tofitfs. ' 

here is a run-down of some of the 

STORIES YOU MAY HAVE ‘MISSED’ OVER 
THE PAST FEW WEEKS. 

■ STERLING SUB-MACHINE-GUNS are on 
trial with five British Police Forces. They 
are capable of firing 550 rounds a minute. 
■THE BRITISH ARMY has been training its 
counterparts in West Germany in an exercise 
designed for a ‘Civil War scenario’. In a 


mock village, scenes similar to recent events 
in Yorkshire and Scotland are enacted. Only 
this time they’re using light artillery. 

■ A FATHER came across his son at the 
Birch Coppice Colliery in the Midlands. The 
father was a South Wales miner on picket 
duty, and his son was a Welsh Guardsman... 
only he was in police uniform. 

■ POLICE VOLUNTEERS for actions such 
as Orgreave are declining, in spite of the 
massive wages. Police are being increasing 
ORDERED on to picket lines. 

■ THE TERRITORIAL ARMY is to recruit 
16,0 00 extra troops - specifically to act as 
as a strike breaking force. 

■THE MINERS BLOCKADE is beginning to 
bite. Didcot and Aberthaw power stations are 
currently out of action. 

■AN ‘ANARCHIST’ group, called the ‘Right 
to Work Action Group’ has claimed responsib- 
iiity for a fiitat a railway signal box in North 
Nottingham, and the cutting of a signal cable 
in North Derbyshire. The actions were aimed 
to delay the movement of coal on its way to 
depots. 



COMMUNITY 

ACTION ? 
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GLASGOW is the centre of an experiment 
in community consciousness. Unlike the 
mining areas engaged in strike action where 
mutual aid is being genuinely practised, 
however, the situation in Glasgow is geared 
to the health of the state. 

Many well meaning community workers 
( along with the usual rag-bag of careerists 
whom the Labour Party is the JOB CENTRE 
FOR THE MIDDLE CLASS) are busily en¬ 
gaged in trying to recreate communities. 

These communities are nothing more than the 
decimated areas like Maryhill, Govan or 
Shettleston, or sprawling concrete jungles 
like Drumchapel or Castlemilk. 

The community ‘projects* that are started 
up, from local playschemes to claimants 
unions attract many local people dedicated 
to helping others. They are drawn into a 
spiders web of Social Work grants and comm¬ 
ittee procedures and generally lose sight of 
the causes of the human misery the attempt 
to counteract. 

Meanwhile State officials, at National and 
local level redraw the boundaries of‘multiple 
deprivation’ by shifting resources from one 
area to another, using up tenants energies in 
endless struggles over their ‘share’ of an ever 
diminishing cake. One area gets modernised 
another gets progressively vandalised, and 
the spira^ goes on. In their neighbourhoods 
in Bearsden, Newton Meams, Eaglesham and 
West Pollokshields the officials escape to 
enjoy the fruits of their ‘professional expert¬ 
ise’. 

Instead of channelling anger and revulsion 
against the system into facilities so that the 
unemployed can play ping-pong, or that ten* 
ants can get a back-court scheme, ANARCH¬ 
ISTS reject the separation of the working 
class into parochial projects. Instead we 
appeal to those that wish to discard dogmas 
that wish to link up against the ruling class 
and all the cosmetic democracy of a system 
that is only prepared to concede the ‘right’ 
to co-manage our own misery. 

Real communities are formed out of struggle 
to take direct action to wrest the initiative 
away from the State and its agents ( and to 
drive them out of Glasgow) and encourage 
solidarity between all those actively oppos¬ 
ing ‘divide and rule* strategy inbuilt into the 
system. 


WHAT IS A POLICE STATE? One answer is a 
State where the police are paid more than teachers 
Police are. Another answer is that in policing pol¬ 
icies formal democratic checks and counterbal¬ 
ances are sketchy, ineffective or usurped. A third 
is that the police take or are giving powers out¬ 
side the law. A fourth is that groups can be de¬ 
clared guilty until proved innocent. Fifthly that 
the police are actively involved in ‘political* 
matters. 

This book, STATE OF SIEGE: THE FIRST 
SIX WEEKS OF THE MINERS STRIKE , presents 
evidence that the last four elements have been 
used against Trade Unions. Faced with a political 
situationwhere the Employment Acts had to be 
civil and not criminal.legislation yet the police 
have to be seen pushing ‘law and order* the only 
answer chosen was to jettison legalities... 
©‘DEMOCRATIC CONTROLS’: The Home Secret¬ 
ary has the power to review how well the police 
are performing their tasks. By using efficiency 
auditors the Home Secretary has overrode the 
Police Committee in Notts. 

OPOLICE WITH POWERS OUTSIDE THE LAW: 
'Magna Carta’ gave rights which are 'inconvenient' 
to large scale assemblies. The police chose tact¬ 
ics of arresting individuals legally picketing, 
snatch squad arrests, denial of judge’s rules to 
those arrested, and phone tapping on a large scale 
basis. 

O GROUPS WITHOUT RIGHTS : The Miners or any 
of us has a right to picket peacefully. If we do so 
it may under certain circumstances lead to civil 
actions. The police have created the impression 
that secondary picketing is illegal. Clearly a 
criminal conviction for picketing, whether primary 


or secondary, would fall. So the prosecutions are 
for obstruction and failure to obey an order issued 
by a policeman. 

Once ( wrongly) arrested, an innocent person 
is subjected to a perverse legal situation where 
he will be found guilty until the trial can be 
heard because the magistrates accept evidence of 
arrest on trumped up charges as sufficient cause 
to bind over picketers not to picket certain areas. 
The effect is then to make picketing against the 
court order a criminal offence. The court order has 
no legal status however. 

OPOLITICAL POLICE: The Home Secretary, the 
Attorney General and the Police Chiefs Organisat¬ 
ion ( ASCO) are implicated in a party-political 
alliance to make the Employment Acts stick. 

What has emerged is that the Special Patrol 
Group National Force has emerged and that Special 
Branch have files on ordinary Trade Union members 
A brief quote to give a flavour of an interview with 
an arrested picket: 

POLICE: Which way did you vote in the last 
election? 

PICKET: That’s no business of yours... 

POLICE: We both voted Conservative. 

PICKET: I didn’t vote Conservative, that’s for 


sure... 

•OLICE: Are you a left winger or an extreme 
left winger ? 

[ would urge you to obtain a copy of the book 
m your library, your union or from the STUC, as 
;ource book of the political and police abuse of 
ver not only is it authoritive but also easy to 
id. Remember its liberal tendency^and reject its 
:ile recommendations for Committees of Enquir 
The answer lies in rejecting all the powers 


Holidays in the Sun 

HOLIDAYS are the compensation for 48 
weeks of boredom and soul-destroying slav¬ 
ing for a boss. They are a safety valve, for a 
system preparing its own redundancy notice. 

The holiday in Benidorm or Blackpool re¬ 
presents a massive con-trick perpetuated by 
companies exploiting a genuine desire for a 
break frofti drudgery and the need to experience 
‘something different’. 

Instead what do the punters get? Packaged 
versions of their own alienated ‘leisure’ 
transplanted into a sunny setting. The ‘mass’ 
are conned into consumption as something to 
save towards. A place to let your hair down, 
shake off a few inhibitions before preparing 
yourself for another year of working to keep 
the bosses in business. 

Before anybody accuses anarchists of 
being ‘stay-at-home’ spoilsports, we affirm 
that as internationalists we are for the free 
movement of people opposed to the restrict¬ 
ions pf countries and border-posts. ‘What we 
did on our holidays’ is more likely to be 
fraternising with squatters in Amsterdam than 
being subjected to artificial holiday resorts 
that vandalise local areas and give a false 
impression of local culture. 



















EUROPE :A GROWING 
MILITANCY 


BEFORE the European Elections, when all the 
political parties were crawling to us for votes 
we heard all the empty rhetoric of Europe 
working together and of building a European 

Community 

What these assholes meant was strengthen* 
ing the international links of capitalism so 
as to make it easier to exploit ordinary people 
worlwide and to keep us divided in our common 
fight against the ruling class. 

There has this year been an upturn in 
militancy throughout Europe in the class 
struggle particularly in terms of industrial, 
disputes. But again the divide and rule tactic 
has been put into effect* both nationally and 
internationally. 

In Britain the miners have borne the brunt 
of this in a number of ways. Firstly the Gov¬ 
ernment has bought off unions such as the 
Railwaymen and the Health Service to stop 
any solidarity developing across union bound¬ 
aries. Also various union leaderships such 
as the steel workers and electricians unions 
have opposed taking action to support the 
defence of miners communities and liveli- 
hoods. 

Attacks 

The strike has also seen open attacks by 
the police and media to try and break it, and 
stop it getting support from outside. 

However this has only been part of the 
proWem. There have been very Tew'acts of 
support across national boundaries where the 
same class warfare is going on. 

For example in West Germany there has 
been widespread strike action in support of 
a 3 5-hour week with no cut in pay. At first 
the unions, particularly the largest, IG Metall 
wanted only token action but after wildcat 
strikes, particularly amongst print and engin¬ 
eering workers and large May Day demonstr¬ 
ations they were forced by the workforce to 
step up industrial action. 

When this happened the employers threat¬ 
ened various lock-outs if supply of parts to 
the car industry were effected. This immed¬ 
iately caused an escalation in action with 
20 out of 25 newspapers stopped and a demo¬ 
nstration in Bonn on 28th May with over 
240,0 0 0 protesting in favour of the 3 5-hour 
week. 

Although this dispute is being policed by 
the union leadership it has spread across a 
wide selection of working people including 
those at car plants, people in newspaper pro¬ 
duction and bank/insurance offices. 


In Italy this year there have been much 
more militant forms of action, against plans 
to put into practice by the ‘socialist’ govern¬ 
ment with help from the union leadership. 

There is in Italy a system known as the 
‘Scala Mobile* which is meant to stop wages 
being reduced by inflation. However in early 
February the Government decided to make 
cuts in this which ultimately meant wage 
reductions for many people. 3* 

This led to angry demonstrations and wild¬ 
cat strikes and direct action such as blocking 
railways and ransacking union offices. At 
the beginning of March there were General 
Strikes in some areas — all of which went 
against the wishes of the Unions. 

Strikes 


These actions were being called for and 
initiated by the workers who organised them¬ 
selves into factory councils, which to start 
with, the union leaders had no control over. 

During the first half of March these coun¬ 
cils were instrumental in organising an in¬ 
creasing number of regional general strikes 
against strikes in the Scala Mobile. 

These strikes soon began to spread in 
their demands. For example in Genoa and 
Naples there were strikes against redundan- . 
cies, in Sicily against appalling housing con¬ 
ditions and unemployment. There were also 
large demonstrations against Cruise missiles 
and action by over 4 3,0 0 0 people in prisons 
across the country. 


Throughout all this the Unions ( CISL,IUL, 
and CGIL) and left wing parties showed 
themselves to be anti-working class and tried 
and eventually took control of the factory 
councils ( for the time being) and eventually 
took control of the situation. 

There have also been this year widespread 
actions in Spain against the rationalisation 
of various industries especially shipbuilding, 
again by a ‘socialist* government. There have 
been two general strikes in Belgium — Sept¬ 
ember *83 and April *84 - against hardship 
for workers caused this time by a right-wing 
government. 

And in France the ‘socialist* government’s 
austerity measures have brought the reality 
of 20 0,0 0 0 jobs to be lost this year. This 
has lead to strikes and riots particularly 
among workers in the car industry, where 
again the unions have tried to cool things 
down. 



• ‘FREE SHOPPING' IN ITALY. 


Resistance is again growing 
against the State. 


With this brief report of what has been hap¬ 
pening, events which the British press have 
been reluctant to report, a number of lessons 
can be learnt. 

We must if we wish to spread the class 
stuggle reject national boundaries in order 
to create solidarity and internationalism 
amongst our class, reject the utter lie that 
trade unions and socialist governments are 
there to help us — they are as much the 
enemies of the working class as the Bosses, 
the State or the media. 


_'Realism' 


Instead we must organise ourselves in both 
workplaces and community to make our 
demands go beyond capitalist realism. 

Not only must we spread the class struggle 
outwith the control of national boundaries 
and the unions but it must spread to all as¬ 
pects of life where capitalism dominates us, 
such as through wage slavery and the con¬ 
sumption of commodities. We must recognise 
that through things like militarism, the family, 
and sexual and racial violence capitalism 
keeps us divided and therefore ruled over. 

Without internationalism, class conscious¬ 
ness and genuine workers organisation we 
are at the mercy of such things as multinat¬ 
ionals, political parties and the state. 

It would appear that there is a militancy 
developing in Europe, and if we are prepared 
to learn from past mistakes and willing to go 
beyond securing reforms such as higher 
wages or reductions in hours then the world 
is our oyster! 


Public Meeting 

LIBERTY 

EQUALITY 


SOLIDARITY! 


McLELLAN GALLERIES 
SAUCHIEHALL STREET 
Thursday 12th July 7.30pm 


ANARCHIST NEWS 


THH GLASGOW BOOKSHOP 
COLLECTIVE in Great Western 
Road has closed. The Collective, 
ufaich stocked the best range of 
anarchist, feminist, and alternat¬ 
ive literature in the West of Scot¬ 
land, finally succumbed to the 
massive rates bill and the press¬ 
ure of work on the volunteer staff. 

Word has it though, that a sep¬ 
arate group, realising the loss of 
the Bookshop, are considering a 
new venture around the same area. 
We wish them the best of success. 

Meanwhile the Clydeside 


Anarchists are negotiating for 
a small shop near the town 
centre , for use as a printshop, 
meeting place, and distribut¬ 
ion centre for counter-informat- 
ion. 

LIVELY ANARCHIST 
STREET MEETINGS take 
place every Saturday in Argyle 
Street 'proletarian precinct’. 
Around 2pm, opposite Argyle 
Street station. It takes the form 
of an open forum and the miners 
strike, police actions and 
other issues of the day are 
thrashed out. Come along and 
join in. 

Excellent coverage of the 


miners battle in BLACK FLAG 
fortnightly. Also recommended: 
WORKERS PLAYTIME. These 
and other anarchist papers like 
DIRECT ACTION and FREE 
DOM available at the street 
meetings. 

Finally we encourage the 
publication of independent 
local newssheets and can 
arrange printing. If you’re 
interested in a bulletin for 
your area or workplace, 
wr ite to: 

BOX 3 f 488 Great Western 
Road, GLASGOW ( letters 
only) 

Printed by AUTONOMY PRESS 









